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fiodney Freeman | The Sun
ﬂqm_a_..mmn County farmer Louis
Wewers of Cash discusses the
state of agriculture on Friday. The
farmer expressed his concern
about agticulture and his dissatis-
‘faction with the explanations for
_higher fuel costs since Hurricane
an:_..m struck n:m Gulf Coast.

Horth winds from 5-10 mph.

Greed to blame for high cost of farm supplies, Cash-area f

BY CURT HODGES
SUN STAFF WRITER

(ASH — Louis “Louie” Wew-
ers is very concerned for the
future of agriculture, the
business he loves.

He said he believes the high
costs for diesel fuel, fertilizer
and other inputs that farmers
can't do without can largely
be attributed to greed.

“How can we possibly raise
a crop next year at $3 a gallon
for diesel fuel?” he asked.

Fertilizer costs have also in-
creased smartly as have the
cost of seed; various chemi-
cals and other items that
farmers must have to grow
their crops — but the price
farmers received for their
produce has not changed, con-
tended Wewers, who grows
1,200 acres of rice and soy-
beans in the Cash area,

Even though many Arkan-
sas crops yielded very well —
near records in some cases,
he said — the high costs and
low prices could threaten the
ability of a lot of people tocon-

TODAY:

Sunay. Cloat tonight.
Highs cround 80. Lows in vpper 40s.

tinue to farm. A trend, he saigd,
that will only get worse.

“I was in the gas and oil
business for many years,”
Wewers said, adding that
diesel fuel is the easiest to re-
fine among the fuels and, if
for no other reason, should
not be selling at a higher price
thanp gasoline.

“We're getting a ribbing
that won't quit,” he said. "1 be-
lieve a dollar of this [fuel
prices] is greed. I won’t be
able to survive another three
yvears of [President] George
Bush." .

“lI can pay my bills this
year,” Wewers said, if he gets
another 75 cents a bushel for
his rice. He has already put it
in the government loan at
$2.97 a bushel, which he said
the loan price has been for
nearly 35 vears.

Wewers also said the world
price for rice, which is what
the American growers com-
pete with on the world mar-
ket, is $2.59 a bushel, which ig
38 cents less than the loan de-
fictency price.

“We can’t noES_.G to raise
rice at those prices,” Wewers
said.

Another disparity he sees is
in the cost of the seed that

1 believe a dollar of
this [fuel prices] is
greed. I won’t be able
fo survive another
lhree years of
{President| George
Bush."

Lovis “Lowfe” Wewers
(raighead County farmer

farmers plant, He suggested
the American farmer pays an
inordinate portion of the de-
velopment costs for the trans-
genic and ather technologies

HOME IMPROVEMENT:
Special section offers tips for
construction, decor. Coming Sundgy.

in seed Eda_._nnoa

“Brazilian farmers don't
have to pay anything extra”
for the genetically modified
seed. “This past vear,
Roundup Ready soybean seed
cost $32 for a 50 pound bag,”
Wewers said. A bushel weighs
60 pounds and at the price of
soybeans today, $5.44 a
bushel, it would take nearly
eight bushels of soybeans to
pay for one bag of seed,

He bought enough diesel fu-
el at $1.60 a gallon to produce
his 2005 crop, which has
helped to keep him out of trou-
bie. Friday, Wewers said, the
price of diesel for farmers
was $2.80 a gallon. There’s no
federal or state taxes on farm
fuel except sales tax, he said,
and that is not reflected in the
$2 80 price.

“I can get out of this crop,
but T won't be able to start an-
other crop at this rate,” he
said Friday. “I enjoy farming.
I'm 53 years old today, and |
am one of the younger farm-
ers in thecounty. [ think thisis
g very serious problem.”
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